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Historic Mail That Collectors Would Love To Own

The Lindbergh Kidnapping

This Issue's
Special Treasure...

Civil War Era carte de visite of Major
General George Armstrong Custer—

with his personal autograph.

Unavailable for us to show in full color is this postcard sent to Col. Charles A. Lindbergh
from the individual(s) who kidnapped his 2-year old son on March 1, 1932. It is one of the many
artifacts and pieces of postal history that are owned by the New Jersey State Police and is
displayed in their museum in Trenton.
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Fred Schmitt's

Paper History Is
Everywhere: Part of
our heritage and
often worth money

One of the most fascinating aspects of my
work for the past 50 years has been the tens of
thousands of “stories” that have crossed my desk.
By stories, I mean the documents, postal history
and other paper Americana that are part of the
central fabric of our great country's history. Though
many of these items are of huge value, it always
amazes me how easy it is to form, cheaply, a col-
lection of materials having to do with a major piece
of American history.  [...continued on page 2]

An October 5, 1896, cover to Fort Keough, Montana—
named for Major Miles Keough, one of the victims at the
Little Big Horn battle in 1876. From such items are formed
wonderful collections of historic paper Americana.
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Resourceful information for the collec-
tor and seller of the world's 19th and
20th century mail communications,
manuscripts and historic documents

View this newsletter in full color on our website:
www.fredschmitt.com

Unattainable philately. Buried in the archives and museums of
America are many gems that will never be in possession of a collec-
tor—such is the item above. As postal history, this is a simple 1932
overpayment of the then one-cent postcard rate. But it falls deeply
into the category of “historical philately” as a piece of evidence in
the New Jersey State Police archives on the kidnapping of the son
of Charles A. and Anne Morrow Lindbergh on March 1, 1932.

Few collectors are aware—but many historians are—of the un-
usual postal history like this on file in locked vaults often long-
since-forgotten. And since such evidence will perpetually remain in


