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If people save the mail from friends who travel...

This Issue's 
Special Treasure...

Covers to famous people are always in demand...
In especially this colorful cover from the 1880s which is 
addressed to Clara Barton, founder of the American Red 
Cross, in care of the U.S. Legation in Berne, Switzerland. 
The reverse shows docketing from an office of the Red 
Cross. Such covers can be worth hundreds of dollars. 
This one is valued at more than $700.00.

Postal History

Treasures

PERSPECTIVE
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A trip to a small town 
sometimes pays off 
with some unexpected 
philatelic dividends. 
Why not try it?

At first glance, the parcel wrapper above looks 
rather common. After all, how much could a parcel 
wrapper be worth? You'd be surprised! This one 
appeared on Ebay and sold for over $1,000!

Most outer wrappings from incoming parcels have 
been tossed in "File X" all through the decades—so 
they're rare to begin with, if they survive. Then there's 
the franking: Parcels cost much more than envelopes 
to mail—so they're usually franked with high value 
postage stamps. Look at the wonderful Hong Kong 
stamps on the above piece. (Continued on p. 2)

P.O. Box 387 • Northport NY 11768 USA • Phone: (631) 261-6600 (24 hours) 
Fax: (631) 261-7744 • Website: www.fredschmitt.com • E-Mail: fred@fredschmitt.com

Resourceful information for the collector 
and seller of the world's 19th and 20th 
century mail communications, autographs,
manuscripts and historic documents

View this newsletter in full color on our website:
www.fredschmitt.com

Celebrating Our 

56th Anniversary!

Fred Schmitt's

Paquebot Covers are both
colorful and valuable!
Mail from ships 

at sea is an 
interesting and often 
mysterious collecting 
specialty—far-reaching 
enough to embrace 
every country in the 
world. Throughout the 
past 150 years, since 
the first postage stamps, 
a passenger on a ship 
could post an envelope 
with his home country's 
stamp(s) affixed while 
on board ship. Upon ar-
rival at the next port, the 
ship's mail clerk would 
deliver that mail to the 
local post office and it 
would be accepted and 
placed into the mail-
stream, regardless of 
the origin of the stamps. 
Either while on board 
ship, or at the local 
post office, the covers 
would be handstamped 
"PAQUEBOT" which 
symbolized the marine 
term for mail (packet) 
while on board a ship.  
Save this mail. It's al-
ways worth something!

Since 
1953


